
Bill Wesley Brown dedicated his life to education, graduating from Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, with a 1953 BS in industrial education and a 1954 MS in education, as well as a 1960 
EDD  from the University of Missouri, Columbia.  While at Missouri, he was inducted into the 
honorary educational societies Phi Delta Kappa and Epsilon Pi Tau.  After completing his 
doctorate, Bill was hired as an associate professor in the industrial arts department at ASC (NAU), 
and also served as head resident of Taylor Hall, living in the dormitory apartment with his family. 
 
During his years at ASC, Bill experienced other unique opportunities, including travel to Russia as 
a national officer of PDK, travel to Trinidad and Tobago as a specialist for the Agency of 
International Development, and travel to Florida to observe and report on the launch of Apollo 
10.  He also served as one of the editors of NASA's nine-volume series on the Apollo-Soyuz space 
mission.  In 1967 Bill was hired as chair of what was then Chico State College's industry and 
technology department.  While at Chico, he developed the department's technical writing module, 
eventually authoring the course textbook and four more books.  He retired from CSU, Chico, in 
1991 but continued his commitment to higher education by serving on Butte Community 
College's Board of Trustees for nineteen years until his death.  
  
Bill served his country as a member of the 44th Infantry Division of the Illinois National Guard in 
college, leaving campus life for Ft. Benning's Infantry Intelligence School when President 
Eisenhower activated the division.  He was then sent to Camp Cooke, Calif. as an instructor for 
troops shipping out to Korea, and received an honorable discharge at the rank of Master Sergeant 
in 1952.  Throughout his life Bill also gave back to the community through his membership in 
organizations such as Kiwanis, Masons, Elks, Shriners, the Willows American Legion, and Willows 
First Baptist Church.  In Flagstaff, he was an Elder for several years for the Federated Church.  He 
also helped establish the Glenn Medical Foundation, served with United Way, on the Willows 
Planning Commission, and on the Willows City Council.  
  
At home in the outdoors, Bill loved hunting, fishing, golf, weekend picnics in the woods and 
boating with his family, as well as a good-natured competitive game of checkers, chess, Monopoly, 
ping pong, or bridge.  Bill flew his own airplanes for many years, becoming adept at landing at a 
country airport that was basically a cleared cornfield of dirt and grass on summer family trips back 
to Illinois.  Bill was also an accomplished woodworker, voracious reader and avid gardener, Bill 
always had a book in progress and took great pleasure in sharing his produce and lovely roses with 
friends and family.  All will miss Bill's hearty laugh and zest for life. 


